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CITY AND REGION
Katowice is the capital of Silesia Province, located in
the South of Poland, in the historical region of Upper
Silesia. The city is the centre of Upper Silesian
Industrial Region agglomeration with over 2 million
inhabitants and home of the main insttutions of
central and local government as well as the most
important cultural and educational institutions.
Silesia Province, once the most industrialized region
in Poland, now is gradually turning into a business
and cultural centre. Arts and entertain-ment facilities,
shopping centres and other public utility buildings arise
in post-industrial areas, actively contributing to the
revitalization of degraded urban areas. Deliberately
exposed post-industrial nature of many of these places
is an expression of the characteristic attachment
of the Silesian community to the historical traditions
of the region.
The changing image of Katowice over the recent years
is clearly illustrated by the fact of the city applying for
the title of European Capital of Culture 2016.

A KATOWICE IS THE CAPITAL OF SILESIA PROVINCE,
LOCATED IN THE SOUTH OF POLAND,
IN THE HISTORICAL REGION OF UPPER SILESIA
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CHARACTER
OF THE ACADEMY
The Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice ( ASP Katowice )
A INTERIORS
OF ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS
IN KATOWICE

is operating independently since 2001. Prior to that,
for nearly 50 years, it functioned as branch of the
Academy of Fine Arts in Krakow, the oldest public
higher education institution for art studies in Poland.
Counting all fields and modes of study, ASP Katowic
has just over 600 students in total. Its small size has
an impact on friendly atmosphere and good communication between students and teachers.
A modern educational strategy based on a solid,
long-standing tradition in art education helped
to create a varied educational offer that allows taking
individualized learning paths in all fields of study.
In addition to regular classes, the Academy offers
a wealth of extra-curricular activities: workshops,
courses and lectures. Participation in such events
is very popular among students. A large part of the
workshops and presentations are run by external
experts – often recognized international professionals,
representing various artistic disciplines, design
or related fields.
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The Academy is located in the city centre, it currently
has 3 independent buildings situated in:

RACIBORSKA 37
the building houses Rector’s Office,
industrial design studios, administrative staff

RACIBORSKA 50
the building houses Faculty of Art Dean’s Office,
cinema, library, cafeteria, film studio, painting
studios

G

RACIBORSKA 37

G

RACIBORSKA 50

KOSZAROWA 19
the building houses Faculty of Design
Dean's Office, graphic art and graphic design
studios and cafeteria

ASP Katowice does not have its own dormitory,
but the International Office can assist foreign
students and students participating in international
exchange programmes in finding accommodation.

G

KOSZAROWA 19
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EDUCATIONAL OFFER
The Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice has two faculties;
it offers prospective students education at the Faculty
of Art, in the fields of Graphic Art or Painting, and at the
Faculty of Design, in the fields of Graphic Design or
Industrial Design. Faculty of Art implements its curricula
in the form of long-cycle programmes (5 years). Faculty
of Design implements its curricula as two-cycle
programmes. The Academy also offers full-time and
part-time third-cycle programmes in the fields: Painting,
Graphic Art, and Graphic Design.
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FACULTY OF ART

PAINTING
Studies in the field of Painting provide the necessary
theoretical knowledge and practical skills in painting,
drawing, sculpture and related disciplines.
Compulsory subjects at the Basic Education Studio
for the 1st and 2nd year students include: drawing,
painting, composition, drawing and painting
technology, design basics, computeraided design
and electronic media, sculpture, and photography.
The axis of the Painting Chair are thirteen author’s
diploma studios, which specialise in painting, drawing,
interdisciplinary actions, sculpture and scenoraphy.
The curriculum is created by professionally active
artists and implemented individually based on the
traditional values of painting and drawing workshop,
as well as the crucial new developments and trends
in contemporary art.
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FACULTY OF ART

GRAPHIC ART
Studies in the field of Graphic Art provide education
in both the classical graphic techniques – relief
printing, intaglio, lithography and screen printing,
as well as contemporary digital technology (digital
graphics and intermedia) and a number of areas that
combine these techniques (such as book graphics
and interdisciplinary studios).
The curriculum includes a compulsory foundational
course in each of the abovementioned techniques.
At a further stage of study the student has the choice
of specialization, creating graphic works at one of the
diploma studios run by graphic artists of recognized
artistic achievements. Additional compulsory subjects
include: drawing, painting, composition, photography,
sculpture, typography basics, graphic design and
editorial graphics.
The Graphic Art curriculum implemented at ASP
Katowice was awarded the outstanding assessment by
the Polish Accreditation Committee.

Fields of study

Graphic Art
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GRAPHIC DESIGN
Studies in Graphic Design provide education in
all areas necessary in the work of a modern graphic
designer. The curriculum includes compulsory
courses in the basics of typography, visual
communication, animation, multimedia, editorial
design, illustration, poster design, photography and
others. There are also compulsory general subjects
such as composition, drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture. The wide scope of the curriculum
gives you the opportunity to learn the basics of
marketing and programming.
After completing compulsory basic program, students
make individual choice by selecting the area of
specialization: multimedia design or editorial design.

Fields of study

Graphic Design
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INDUSTRIAL DESIGN
Studies in the field of Industrial Design address issues
related to product design, visual information systems
design, visual identity, and statistical data visualization.
These subjects are taken in the context of social
and cultural needs, utility issues and related aesthetic
and technical problems. The curriculum also includes
an analysis of issues of perception and human
behaviour, directing the learning process at mastering
the skills of analysis, critical evaluation, inference, with
particular emphasis on functionality and socio-cultural
context.
Studies in Industrial Design furthermore equip
students with the knowledge and skills in the field
of technical drawing, ergonomics and industrial
technology basics and enable them to acquire
experience in working with business partners. Industrial
Design field has partnered with companies such as
bathroom fittings manufacturing company ROCA,
Zawiercie Glassworks or Komandor furniture
manufacturing company.

Fields of study

Industrial Design
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DIPLOMA
The conclusion of a study programme at the Academy
of Fine Arts in Katowice is the defence of a diploma
project and thesis. The diploma project is the practical
implementation of an artistic or design idea the student
has developed under the direction of the supervisor
at a selected specialist studio. In addition, graduates
also prepare a written dissertation, the summary
of which is presented during the defence.
The tradition at the Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice
is the defence of theses open to the public. Most of the
defences takes place in late June and July at the Rondo
Sztuki Gallery and BWA Modern Art Gallery located
in the centre of Katowice.
The works of ASP Katowice graduates meet with
growing interest from individuals and institutions.
For several years the defences have been accompanied
by a contest for the best diploma in art, organized
incooperation with a local business partner – bpsc.
An important event organized annually by ASP
Katowice is the national competition Best Design
Diploma..
A jury of the rectors of Polish public higher institutions
for art studies selects the winners. The event is
accompanied by an exhibition of nominated works
at the Rondo Sztuki Gallery and the publication of
a catalogue.
The quality of diploma projects at ASP Katowice is rated
very highly. This is confirmed by prestigious awards
received by graduates, as well as the high evaluation
of their competences on the professional market.
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RONDO SZTUKI
GALLERY
The Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice has its own
attractive, modern exhibition space located at the very
centre of the city. “Rondo Sztuki” [Roundabout of Art]
Gallery was entrusted to the Academy by the Katowice
Municipal Office, as a site of cultural projects and
events important for the region.
Two different size exhibition spaces are available
at the gallery, allowing the presentation of achievements
of world-famous artists and designers alongside
exhibitions of works by young artists associated with
ASP Katowice.
Thanks to established cooperation of the Academy
of Fine Arts in Katowice with major cultural
institutions (Ars Cameralis Silesiae Superioris,
Media Institute), it was possible to organize of such
distinguished artists as David Lynch, Jake and Dinos
Chapman, Ilya and Emilia Kabakov, Jean-Michel
Alberola and Santiago Sierra, as well as masters of new
media and communications: Derrick de Kerckhove and
Maurice Benayoun.
Rondo Sztuki holds every year dozens of exhibitions
presenting graphic art, photography, painting, graphic
design and industrial design as well as other cultural
GALLERY +

RONDO SZTUKI GALLERY

120 M2

500 M2

events such as lectures, workshops, literary meetings,
and live music shows attracting the youth.
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INITIATIVES OF THE ACADEMY
Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice is marked on the
cultural map of Silesia not only by its educational
activities. Many events organized or co-organized
by the Academy have an important international
dimension in their respective fields. The most important include: cyclical “ArsGrafia” Festival, initiated by
the graphic art community associated with the
Academy, an integral part of the International Print
Triennial in Krakow; International Art Students’ Drawing
Competition, and exchange exhibitions of graphic art
organized in 2012 and 2013 together with Tokyo Tama
Art University.
Graphic design cyclical events of international importance include the International Graphic Design
Conference, accompanied by “Agrafa” International
Students’ Graphic Design Biennial, enjoying great
popularity, or children’s book illustration competition
“A well-designed book – let’s start with children”.
The activities of Interdisciplinary Actions Studio venture
outside the walls of classrooms and galleries, into
public space, establishing direct relationships with
particular places and problems of the people who
inhabit them. Among its most important projects there
were several international ones. The result of
Polish-Moldovan cooperation was the Tandem programme “Space as a Tool for Shaping Social Attitudes”
realized in Chisinau, and Chiosc / Kiosk project (artists’
works related to the relationship between private and
public spheres, the history and present of Central and
Eastern Europe seen from the perspective of transformation to which urban space is subjected).
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The Academy also undertakes a number of activities
to promote the idea of sustainable design and
its impact on the quality of life and work of the local
communities. A significant initiative in this field was
the “Design Silesia” project, focusing primarily on the
public sector. Dozens of activities were carried out,
among them “Design at your service” (help
in redesigning services at selected institutions
in the region), Mobile Design Container (traveling
exhibition with examples of good cooperation on
the line entrepreneur – design team) or Silesian Thing
contest which awards products and services marketed
by companies and institutions from the region.
In 2012 the project was awarded the prestigious
international DME_Award by the experts of Design
Management Europe.
Another interesting international artistic project
with a social dimension, in which ASP Katowice played
a significant role, the C.O.A.L. project carried out
together with partners from France and Germany,
was devoted to issues of post-industrial revitalization.
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NEW PERSPECTIVES
The vision of a modern Academy extends into
the future. Between the two buildings on Raciborska
and Koszarowa streets, a newly constructed facility
opened in 2015, forming a campus which will serve
both the academic community and the inhabitants
of Upper Silesia.
In addition to art studios, the largest of which has
more than 200 m², the new Academy building houses
modern multimedia studios, workshop and cinema,
as well as a gallery, sculpture park and restaurant open
for local residents.
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